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ALICIA ALONSO’S GISELLE 
STILL AMONG THE GREATEST 
BY GLENNE CURRIE 









NEW YORK (UPI) -~ Al ALONSQ PROVED HER REPUTATION AS ONE OF 
THE FINEST GISELLES OF THE CENTURY WHEN SHE DANCED THE ROLE WITH HER 
OLD COMPANY, ANFRICAN BALLET THEATRE, AT A SINGLE GALA PERFORMANCE 
SEPTs 29. | eS 
SHE WON MORE THAN 20 CURTAIN CALLS. 
MISS ALONSO FIRST DANCED GISELLE IN 1943. HER LAST PERFORMANCE oF 
IT IN THIS COUNTRY WAS IN 19583 SINCE THEN SHE HAS WORKED IN CUBA 
WITH THE CUBAN NATIONAL BALLET. SHE NoW IS 55, HER VISION STILL 
MARRED AFTER FOUR OPERATIONS FOR DETACHED RETINAS AND ONE. FOR a 
CATARACTS « | | oe =: a 
— BUT THE AGELESSS BALLERINA PROVED ONCE AGAIN ON THE STAGE OF THE 
_") NETROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE THAT -- LIKE JULIET -- GISELLE Is A ROLE po 





ce WAS HER REGULAR PARTNER IN HAVANA, JORGE Be 
G DANCER SOMEWHAT REMINISCENT OF PETER MARTINS 5 ‘BUT 













bee PERSONALITY OR CHARACTERIZATIONs | 
RE BACKED EY AN EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTING CAST: MARTINE VAN 
HE DEFINITIVE MYRTA, AND MARIANNA TCHERKASSKY AND HARK | 
seagee THEMSELVES IN THE PEASANT PAS DE DEUKe 









ease ARTIST WITH ABT EACK OF THE PAST THREE YEARS AND 


THE OTHER PROGRAM IN ABT'S BRIEF TWO-WEEK SEASON AT THE MET 
COMPRISED: NATALIA MAKAROVA'S VERSION OF “LA BAYADERE3;" JOSE LINON'S 
"THE MOOR'S PAVANE3" TWYLA THARP*S "WHEN PUSH COMES To SHOVE;" AND 
FSQUIVEL AND ELEANOR D*ANTUONO IN RUDOLF NUREYEV’S VERSION OF THE 
AGRIPPINA VAGANOVA PAS DEUX, “DIANA AND ACTEON." | 

THE PRINCIPAL INTEREST WAS IN THE "MOOR*’S PAVANE,” WITH ERIK BRUHN 
DANCING HIS FIRST OTHELLO AND MARTINE VAN HAMEL HER FIRST DESDEMONA. 
IVAN NAGY WAS THE IAGO AND SALLIE WILSON EMILIA. THE DANCING WAS 
EXCELLENT BUT SOMETHING WAS LACKING DRAMATICALLY IN THE AMBIGUOUS 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OTHELLO AND IAGO. FoR ONCE THE WoMEN DOMINATED 
THE STAGE: VAN HAMEL, GRACEFUL AND ADORING, IN VIRGINAL WHITE; MISS 
WILSON, JEALOUS AND CONSPIRATORIAL, IN SCARLET. 

SELSEY KIRMLAND APPEARED OPPOSITE MIKHAIL BARYSHNIKOV IN "LA 
BAYADERE," BUT WAS UPSTAGED BY THE THREE SHADOWS: REBECCA WRIGHT, 
HILDA MORALES, AND MISS TCHERKASSKY. "DIANA AND ACTEON" IS A TYPICAL 
SEMI-ACROBATIC SOVIET PAS DE DEUX WITH BRAVURA LIFTS AND SERVED 
MAINLY TO DEMONSTRATE ESQUIVEL AS A MUSCULAR PARTNER AND FINE DANCER 
BUT NOT MUCH STYLE. ae 






eh EN PUSH COMES” TO ) SHOVE" PROVED. A DELIGHT = ee ee ‘WITH its. 


PETER COSTA REVIEWS THE FINAL OFFERING OF ABT IN ITS METROPOLITAN 


OPERA HOUSE ENGAGENENT® 
THE AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE IN ITS OCT. 1 PERFORMANCE oF "SWAN 
LAKE" AT THE METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE HAS SHOWN ONCE AGAIN THAT A 
CLASSIC BALLET PERFORMED BY A VIRTUOSO DANCER STILL REMAINS THE BEST 
COMBINATION FOR PLEASING AN AUDIENCE. 









THEIR FULL-LENGTH PRODUCTION OF "SWAN LAKE", CHOREOGRAPHED BY 
DAVID BLAIR, WAS FIRST PRESENTED BY THE AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE 10 
YEARS AGO AND CONTINUES To BE BRIGHT THOUGH NOT FRESH. 

EVA EVDOKIMOVA, IN HER DEBUT IN THE DUAL LEAD oF ObETTE TOME, 
RECEIVED ENTHUSIASTIC APPLAUSE DURING ALMOST EVERY APPEARANCE oN 
STAGE AS DID HER PARTNER IVAN NAGY AS PRINCE SIEGFRIEDe _ 

IN THE ACT II ADAGIO, MISS EVDOKIMOVA'S ODETTE WAS THE ESSENCE oF 
FRAGILITY, CAPTIVATING THE YOUNG PRINCE WITH HER TRENULOUS FENINITY. 
THE SOARING LIFTS AND DIFFICULT SPINS IN THIS PAS DE DEUX WERE — 
PERFECTLY EXECUTED. : 

IN THE THIRD ACT GRAND PAS DE DEUX, MISS EVDOKIMOVA AS ODILE 
BEWITCHED THE YOUNG PRINCE WITH BOLD BRAVURA DANCING WHICH CULMINATED 
IN THE FAMOUS SEQUENCE OF 32 FOUETTES. NAGY'S EXUBERANT SOLO RESPONSE 

WAS EXCITING THOUGH NOT ELECTRIFYING. 
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By MARY CAMPS Hui 






AP Newsteatures 1zger an, 
NEW YORK AP Sag who danced her first ‘ ‘Giselle? in 
1942 in the Unitea Sheets back to do the difficult ballete For the 
first time in years she’s here under a visa granted by her native 
Cubae 

Miss Alonso, one of the century’s most highly regarded ballerinas; 

is 56 and still going strong in a profession whose stars usually 
retire in their mid 20s. | 

iiss Alonso, director and prim? ballerina of the National Ballet of 
Cuba, takes ballet class for an hour and a half in the morning and 
ehearses one to three hours in the atternoon, six Gays a week. 


he says isn Ae sure why she is able to perform a difficult. — 





— full-length ballet like ‘Giselle ?* at her age, but notes, “‘lt is a 


mistake — that dancing is done with the legs. The mind is mst 


importante’? 

This is Miss Alonso °s fourth visit to dance in the United States in 
the last two years but the first in which her visa was issued by 
Cubae Previously she had gone from Cuba to Mexico and then on to the 
United Statese Her performance of Giselle will be in New York as a 
tunad-raising gala for American Ballet Theater. 

Next year, in May and June, ©&5 members of the 110-member National 
Ballet of Cuba will dance in Washington and New York, performances 
— resumption of cultural exchanges between the two countries 

Miss Alonso had problems with her vision and for many years was 
nearly blind. She continued to dance but did not perform ‘ ‘Giselle »? 
for about seven years, until early this year. 

Miss Alonso has said recent operations had improved her vision but 
that she was having trouble keeping her balance on pointe But now she 
says that problem has been solved, too. 

For Thursday night’s performance here, she says, ‘‘I have been 
studying ‘Giselle® again, going through it in my mind, trying to find 
Qut new thingse You should go ahead, not just try to memorize what 
you used to doe 

‘¢ ‘Giselle’ is a masterpiece of the romanticists and 1 think it is 
a Masterpiece of the sensibility of love. lt is very delicate. 1 
don *t think it will ever age and I think people, no matter how old 
they are, will always get a little mot in their throats because of 
its purity and its story.e°®? 

Miss Alonso is frequently called a legend. **T don *t know what to 
think about that, °° she says. ‘‘When I find very young people saying, 


“ %ve heard so much about you, I want so much to see you dance,*® 1 


think maybe that is what they mean by legend. That is very 
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